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What Is The Gospel?


 


 


“Gospel” is a word that’s used in
common dialogue, in such phrases as, “That is the gospel truth” or, “You can
take that as gospel.”  These English
idioms convey the idea that whatever is gospel,
must be true and reliable, but there’s so much more than that to God’s Gospel.


The word “gospel” comes down to us as a translation of the word “evangel”,
literally meaning:  good message, glad tidings,
or as we would say it, “good news!”  It
is the good news of what God has
done in Christ to procure the salvation
of sinners.  Let’s look at
that statement in closer detail.


Understanding the Gospel begins with a realization of the fact that what
God did, He did for sinners.  All of us humans were born sinners, and so everything
we think, say, and do, is tainted by sin, because the source of it is our own, sinful
nature.  Jesus said, “A bad tree cannot produce good fruit” (Matthew 7:18).  You are like that bad tree, continually producing
rotten fruit that is repulsive to God.  Even
now, you may be telling yourself that you’re not too bad, but that, my friend,
is the sin of pride.


When we compare our life with somebody else’s, it isn’t too hard to “push
them down” so that we can appear better than they, but extinguishing someone
else’s candle doesn’t make yours any brighter. 
When God examines us, He stands us up against His own, perfect Law.  It would be good for you to do that now, so
that you can have a more realistic picture of how God sees you.  Here, then, are the famous Ten Commandments: 





#1        YOU SHALL HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME.  Does God have first place in your life, at
all times?  Do you love anything or
anyone, including yourself, more than God?


#2        YOU SHALL NOT MAKE FOR YOURSELF ANY IDOL.  Do you realize that a false conception of the
true God, is idolatry?  Are there parts
about the God of the Bible that you reject?


#3        YOU SHALL NOT TAKE GOD’S NAME IN VAIN.  Have you ever used God’s holy name flippantly,
carelessly, or as an expletive?


#4        REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY, TO KEEP IT HOLY.  Without going into all the Jewish details
about this commandment, you probably have broken this one, too.


#5        HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER. 
How would your parents answer this question for you?


#6        YOU SHALL NOT MURDER.  The
Bible says that hatred is tantamount to murder.  (Read 1 John 3:15.) 


#7        YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY. 
The Bible says that lustful looking, imagining, or fantasizing—whether
you are married or not—are tantamount to adultery.  (Read Matthew 5:27—28.)


#8        YOU SHALL NOT STEAL.  Have
you ever “borrowed something without permission,” regardless of the perceived value?
 Did you know that you steal praise from
God, when you don’t give Him the praise that’s due Him?


#9        YOU SHALL NOT LIE.  Have you ever
exaggerated the truth, or kept back part of the truth, in order to deceive
someone?  Have you ever taken more credit
for something, than you deserved?










#10      YOU SHALL NOT COVET.  Have
you ever jealously desired what belongs to others?


The point of that soul-searching exercise is not for you to “go out and try harder” to keep the Law in hopes of
satisfying God.  Don’t you see, you would
never succeed!  The point, rather, is to size
you up against God’s “yardstick”, to show
you your dreadful plight in your current condition.  The Bible says, For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he
is guilty of all (James 2:10).  That
means that even if you score a 90%, in God’s Book, you deserve hell.  The testimony of your own thoughts, words,
and deeds is the evidence against you.


Do you not know that the unrighteous will
not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not
be deceived.  Neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the
kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 6:9—10).


Now the works of the flesh are
evident, which are:  adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy,
murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand,
just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God (Galatians 5:19—21).


The cowardly, unbelieving,
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars
shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is
the second death (Revelation 21:8).


You see, we have two strikes against us that will keep us out of
heaven.  The first, is that we have not
perfectly kept God’s Law, and the second, is that we have committed sins, against
which, God must exact punishment.  This
is not good news for you or me, but thankfully, God’s Good News
doesn’t end there.


Yes, God is holy and just, and therefore He must punish sinners
because of their sin.  But God also chose
to make provision for sinners to have personal fellowship with Him.  This is the heart of God’s Gospel.  One day, about 2,000 years ago, God came to
earth in the form of a Man (named Jesus), and He perfectly kept God’s Law every
day of His life.  He never sinned at
all.  After about 33 years, God appointed
certain men to crucify Jesus upon a cross, to bleed, suffer and die.  It was there where God’s wrath against sin
was matched by His love for sinners. 
When Jesus died on that cross, that was God paying the price that He
demanded from sinners (the death penalty). 
Jesus became their Substitute.  God
unleashed every last drop of His anger stored up against our sins, upon His dear,
innocent Son, and thereby completed His plan to fully satisfy Himself on behalf
of sinners.


Not only was the righteous requirement of God’s Law fulfilled in the
sinless life of Christ, but Christ’s death was the basis for God’s forgiveness
of our sins, thus, reversing both strikes against us!  Three days after Jesus died, He rose victoriously
from the dead, thus vindicating His atoning work.  Now, He reigns from heaven, and will soon
return to claim all those who are trusting in Him as their Savior and Lord.


What God requires of sinners is not
for us to try to satisfy Him, (for we never could), but for us to trust fully in
His Son, Jesus, who satisfied God on our behalf.  Sinners who do this will have absolutely nothing
keeping them out of heaven when they die, because all that is required for heaven is bound up in the Person and work
of Jesus Christ, in Whom they are resting their confidence.  In other words, everyone who places their
faith in Jesus, immediately inherits a standing before God, which is identical
to Jesus’ own standing before God!  That
is to say, Jesus earned and secured for His people, something which they could
never earn or secure:  right standing
with God now and forever!  To call that good news is the understatement of the
ages!


But just as a person with a fatal snake bite will die if he rejects
the antivenin, so too, the person who looks to some other source of salvation
(such as their own, self-improvement efforts, or transcendental meditation, or
church attendance, or being a good family member), will be rejecting God’s only
approved salvation for them, and when they die, they will feel the full weight
of God’s wrath upon them for all eternity in hell.  “There
is salvation in none other than Jesus, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).


Of the two types of responses listed above, which one best describes your response?  Are you fully trusting in God’s provision of
His Son, Jesus, as your only guarantee to heaven?  Or do you suppose you can find some other
grounds, apart from Jesus alone, for being accepted by God?  If you say you have faith in Jesus alone to
save you, what is the proof?  Are you living
to honor Him in all that you do, or to please yourself instead?  The Apostle Paul asked this rhetorical
question:  “How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?”  (Romans 6:2) 
Those who are clinging to Christ for salvation should not be living in
sin, but living according to God’s will for their life.  They ...should
live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again
(2 Corinthians 5:15).


Why don’t you stop what you’re
doing, and lift your heart up to God in total surrender and ask Him to save you
right now.  Confess your sins to Him and
be sorry that you’ve been offending God all these years.  And start depending upon God’s power and
grace to have victory over your sins. 
Simply put, the Christian life begins with trusting God for salvation,
and continues with trusting God for everything you need.  Keep your eyes fixed on Him, love Him and
obey Him, and you won’t go wrong.  Read
the Bible and spend your life studying it to know what God says.  Then follow Him all the way to heaven!


Jesus said, “All that the Father
gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast
out” (John 6:37).  The Gospel is the
good news of what God has done in Christ to procure the salvation of sinners.  Turn
from your sins and believe the Gospel.


♦ ♦ ♦
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